Mounika, the daughter of Kamala attained puberty. Kamala and
her father Ramayya insisted Gireesh to marry Mounika and
accordingly, he married. For convincing Gireesh to marry
Mounika he was told that in the same village, Somayya married
his brother's daughter. Likewise, another man married his
father's brother's daughter and giving those examples Ramayya
told Gireesh that there is nothing wrong in marrying Mounika.
Is it a valid marriage in the eye of law?

* Clause (iv) of Section 5 of the Hindu Marriage Act lays down
the condition that the parties to a Hindu marriage should not
be within the degrees of prohibited relationship, unless the
custom or usage governing each of them permits of a marriage
between the two; whereas under clause (v) the parties should
not be Sapindas of each other. The expressions 'degree of
prohibited relationship' and 'Sapindas relationship* are to be
interpreted according to the definitions given in sub-clause
(f) and (g) of Section 3 of the Act. As the Act itself defines
"Sapinda relationship* and 'degrees of prohibited
relationship*, it is no longer permissible to import the concept
of 'Sapinda* and 'Prohibited relationship1, But, if custom or
usage permits marriage between persons in 'prohibited degree
of relationship' or 'Sapinda relationship' such a custom is
saved and the marriage would be valid,

129. A boy, by name Kishore, aged about 21 years, fell in love
with Renuka, aged 18 years, Their parents did not approve their
proposal of marriage as they belonged to different castes, Both
believed in God and were visiting temples on festival days. The
boy and the girl went to the temple and performed pooja and
thereafter, exchanged garlands in the presence of the priest and
started living as husband and wife, separately in a house and they
are eking out their livelihood by their labour. They begot two
children and in the third year after the birth of the second child,
her husband, Kishore died in a motor accident, One broker came
and paid Rs. 5,000/- to Renuka, the wife of the deceased Kishore
and obtained her signatures saying that she would not get any
more. Believing the statement made by the broker, the widow put
the signatures and received the amount. The paternal grand
parents refused to provide anything and claimed that the entire
property is their self-acquired property.What is the position of
the widow and and her sons?
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